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Nowhere to Hide 

Ahab

When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up and went down to take possession of 

Naboth’s vineyard. 1 Kings 21:16

Ahab reached out, fingering the nearest bunch of grapes. He plucked one, paused and 
smirked before quickly tossing it in his mouth. As he bit down a shot of juice bubbled out 
and dribbled down his chin. This, he enthused, is what power tastes like.

The fruit was succulent—better even than he had thought it would be. Ahab began 
to imagine the quality of wine that could come from the grapes of his new vineyard. He 
imagined the guests at the party where he’d first serve it, the compliments he’d garner, the 
women he’d impress. He plucked another grape from the vine, squeezing it in his fist, the 
juice squirting out between his fingers. 

Ahab stopped his sampling at the sound of plodding footsteps coming up behind him. 
He saw what looked at first to be a beggar limping his way down the row of grapevines. 
Ahab’s bodyguards stepped in front of the king to protect him, and as Ahab looked from 
behind these two young men a flash of recognition crossed his mind. As soon as the 
man opened his lips, Ahab’s fears were confirmed. He knew this visitor was no common 
vagrant.

“This is what the Lord says!” The words burst forth from the man like thunder, an unex-
pected display of power from the otherwise feeble figure. Ahab nearly choked on his 
grapes. This was none other than the prophet Elijah in all his social awkwardness. The 
prophet continued, “You’ve murdered a man and seized his property, haven’t you? This is 
what the Lord says . . . ” Elijah continued to pour forth his proclamation as though he were 
reciting a poem: “I have found you as you have been about the business of evil.” 

The words hung in the air thicker than Elijah’s breath. The prophet went on to predict 
disaster for Ahab, the end of his family line and the destruction of his household.

It’s that woman I married, Ahab thought to himself as the guards escorted the prophet to 
the vineyard gate. She brought this on me. What will I do now? Ahab heard the wind among 
the grapevines and felt the juice on his chin. He looked down and, startled, noticed the 
grape stains on his hands.

Back to the Future

::  What does Ahab’s story say about the person and character of God?

::  Have you ever turned away from God? What was the result?

::  What steps can you take to ensure that you will never fall into “the business of evil”? 

The Story Continues . . .

Read all of 1 Kings 21—22 to see how God dealt with Ahab and his wife in response to their 

disobedience.

Go to page 546 for your next devotional reading.
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